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Recurrence definition 





Post-treatment disease relapse 



Post-treatment biochemical relapse 

The introduction of routine PSA dosage 
radically changed clinical management of 
diagnosis and follow-up in PC patients allowing 
an early diagnose of biochemical failure.  



Biochemical relapse patterns 

After radical prostatectomy 



Biochemical relapse patterns 

After EBRT 



Post-ERBT biochemical relapse definition 

up to 25% 
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Post-ERBT biochemical relapse definition 
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Post-ERBT biochemical relapse definition 
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Uncertainty principle 

…asserts a fundamental limit to the 
precision with which ‘complementary 
variables’ of a particle, such as 
position and momentum can be 
known simultaneously.   
 

Werner Heisenberg (1927) 



Uncertainty principle 

…asserts a fundamental limit to the 
precision with which ‘complementary 
variables’ of a particle, such as 
position and momentum can be 
known simultaneously.   
 
The more precisely the position of 
some particle is determined, the less 
precisely its momentum can be 
known, and vice versa.  



Post-ERBT biochemical relapse definition 

the risk of delaying 
the detection and 
treatment of the 

failure  

the risk to 
overtreat patients 

having false 
disease relapse 



Post-treatment disease relapse 

up to 63% 



Post-treatment disease relapse 

RT: up to 63% 

20-30% 



Post-treatment disease relapse: local / metastatic 
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Post-treatment disease relapse: local / metastatic 



Post-treatment disease relapse: local / metastatic 



Post-treatment disease relapse: local / metastatic 

PSA>2.5 
 
 
 
sensitivity 89%  
PPV 72%  



Post-treatment disease relapse: local / metastatic 

Nevertheless no consensus exists yet 
about the panel of imaging modalities to 
be performed to distinguish local versus 
systemic recurrence 



local / metastatic Post-treatment disease relapse: local / metastatic 



SRP defined as the radical prostatectomy performed for 
local failure after primary EBRT, has undergone 
significant refinement over the past  decade. The 
surgical experience determined a decrease of the serious 
side effects rate 



Salvage radical prostatectomy 



Salvage radical prostatectomy 



Salvage radical prostatectomy 

   à1995           1998 à    T-test 
OCD     30.75%   47%

     0.020 



Salvage radical prostatectomy: complications 



Minimally invasive salvage radical prostatectomy 

EARLY 
DIAGNOSIS 

↑ OCD  

 ↓ COMPLICATION 
RATE 

BETTER CA 
CONTROL 

IMPROVING 
ROBOTIC 
SKILLS 

Minimally invasive treatment makes sense! 







Salvage radical prostatectomy: IEO experience 

Patients (nr) FU pT3a pT3b pN1 PSM Cont Potency BCR 

IEO 10 

1 BRT 
8EBR

T 
1HIFU 

19 4 6 3 3 3 2 4 



Take Home Messages 

ROBOTIC SALVAGE PROSTATECTOMY  
•  IS FEASIBLE 
•  MAKES SENSE 
•  ADVANTAGES REGARD LOS, BL & PAIN 
•  FURTHER STUDIES ARE NEED TO 
STATE LONG TIME OUTCOMES 
•  COMPETITORS ARE STRONG (BRT, 
CYBERKNIFE, HIFU) BUT ONCOLOGIC 
OUTCOMES SEEM (LITTLE) BETTER 



THANK YOU! 


